
 

2012 Board of Supervisors Candidates Questionnaire 

QUESTIONS FOR SONOMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CANDIDATES 
PENSION REFORM ISSUES 
  
  
The significant growth in contributions to public pension plans and the related 
unfunded liabilities have had a critical impact on the financial stability of Sonoma 
County and its ability to provide essential government services such as roads, parks, 
libraries and public safety. Following are selected financial data and a number of 
questions seeking candidates' positions on pension reforms that address fairness to 
employees, taxpayers and future generations. Check the response that most closely 
reflects your opinion. We will use your responses to inform our members and the 
public about your views on pensions.   
  
Selected Financial Data ($ millions): 
                                                                                         2011                       2001 
Employer contributions                                           $ 33.1*                     $ 15.7 
Debt service on Pension Obligation Bonds              47.9                           8.2                   
Unfunded pension liability                                       248.6                         47.1 
Pension Obligation Bonds outstanding                   515.5                        90.1 
     *Excludes contribution of $289.3 POB proceeds 
  
Questions: 
  

1. Do you believe that pension benefits for public employees should far exceed 
those available to private sector employees?     Yes ___     No __X_ 
 

2. Do you believe that pension benefits are sustainable without reducing 
benefits or increasing participant contributions for all employees?      

a. Yes ___     No _X__  
 

3. Would you actively support legislative or constitutional changes in vesting 
rights that would allow a reduction of benefits expected to be earned in the 
future by current employees?   Yes _X__   No ___ 
 
 
 



4. Would you support cutting other government services to fund increasing 
pension costs?       Yes ___   No __X_ 
 

5. Would you support raising taxes to fund increasing pension costs?    
 
 Yes ___ No __X_ 
 

6. Would you support outsourcing of traditional [City/County] services to 
reduce costs and maintain services?   Yes ___   No ___ 
 
It would depend on the service, and how it was accomplished.  Public-private 
partnerships are often very effective in providing services. 

 

7. Would you support a requirement for voter approval to issue Pension 
Obligation Bonds?     Yes ___   No __X_ 

  
Additional Comments: 

Sonoma County Taxpayers' Association 
P.O. Box 14241 

Santa Rosa, California 95402 
(707) 481-1089 

taxpayer@sonic.net 
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